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Bedfordshire

Marriage in church
after divorce

Explanatory statement and form for enquiring couples



Marriage In church after divorce

The Church of England teaches that marriage iiféor It also recognizes that some marriages sddly
fail and, if this should happen, it seeks to belakée for all involved. The Church accepts thiat,
exceptional circumstances, a divorced person magyragain in church during the lifetime of a former
spouse.

If you are thinking about asking to be marriedhimiich, you should discuss this with your local glari
priest. Please do this well before choosing a fiatgour wedding.

Some priests may be willing to take such a marriateers may not be prepared to do so, on grouihds o
conscience, and may not allow the use of theirahaither. The law of the land permits them this
choice.

If your parish priest is willing to discuss the pitility of conducting your marriage, he/she withmt to
talk to you frankly about the past, your hopestifier future and your understanding of marriage. ¥od
your intended spouse should therefore be preparedrisider some questions. You are advised teatefl
beforehand on the issues they raise - and shoyddpared to answer them honestly.

What does marriage mean to you?

What have you learned from your previous marriage?
Has there been healing of past hurts?

If you have children, how are they being lookeabift
What do others think of your marriage plans?

When did your new relationship begin?

Have either of you been divorced more than once?
Are you wanting to grow in the Christian faith?

If you wish to proceed with your enquiry, both afuyshould complete the attached application forch an
hand it to your parish priest. You will also ngedring with you written legal proof that any dice
decree is absolute. (A decree nisi will not beisigffit.)

It is likely that your priest may ask for more thame confidential interview with you and your intiexal
spouse together. Your priest may also feel the teeonsult with the bishop or his adviser, before
making a decision, although the decision remairtk thie parish priest. This process could easilg tak
some time, and you should discuss how long it migke with your parish priest at your initial meeti

If it is not possible for your proposed marriagaake place in church, your priest may consideeoth
alternatives with you. If your priest agrees toduct a marriage service, you may be invited te fadat,
possibly with other couples, in marriage preparatio

The process this leaflet describes reflects the@taicommitment both to lifelong marriage, and to
taking seriously your wish to marry in church. Ymay be certain that your application will be reeei
and considered with dignity, care and loving concéiVhether or not you proceed to marriage in dmnurc
your priest and your local church are availablefter you guidance and support as you proceedfes li
journey.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the lovEaod,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you.



Application form

Application for marriage in the parish of Flitwi¢Riocese of St Albans)
[Sections 1 - 4 to be completed by the couple pasagriate, as fully as you can.]

1. A person who is divorced
(if both applicants are divorced the other shotlldrf section 2)

FUI MBI e e e e e e e e e e e e e
AT S S .ot e e e e e

Telephone/faxiemall ... ... ... e e e

In which parish do YOU lIVE? ... ... e e e e e e e
In which church, if any, do you WOrship? ... e

Date and place of previous marriage, and age Btith@ ...............ocoiiiii i

NaME Of PreVIOUS SPOUSE ... ...ttt et et e e e et e e e et et e e et e et e e eemmns
Date Of SEPAIALION ... ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e
Date of deCree abSOIULE ... e e e e e e e

Age(s) of any Children ... e

Was this your only previous marriage? (If not, pdevdetails of any other marriages as above -
on a separate sheet.)

Please state why you want to be married in churCh ...,

Is this your first application for marriage in chbrafter divorce? (if not, please give the name,
address and telephone number of the priest to wioanpreviously applied.)



2. A second person who is divorcgidapplicable)

FUI NI e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Y ANo [0 1 (=13 T

Telephone/faxiemall ... ... ... e e e

In which parish do YoU lIVe? ... e e e
In which church, if any, do you WOrship? ... e

Date and place of previous marriage, and age Btith@ ..o

NamME Of PreVIOUS SPOUSE ... ...ttt et et e e e et e e e et et e e et et et e eae eemmns
Date of deCree abSOIULE ... e e e e e s

Age(s) of any Children ... e e

Was this your only previous marriage? (if not, pdevdetails of any other marriages as above -
on a separate sheet.)

Please state why you want to be married in church

Is this your first application for marriage in chbrafter divorce? (If not, please give the name,
address and telephone number of the priest to wlmenpreviously applied.)



3. A person who is either single or widowed (ipapable)

FUI NI e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Y ANo [0 (=13 T

Telephone/faxiemall ... ... ... e e e e

In which parish do YOU lIVe? ... e e e e

In which church, if any, do you worship? Singled®ived ...

Age(s) of any Children ... e

Please state why you want to be married in church.

Is this your first application for marriage in chhrto a partner who is divorced with a former
partner still living? (if not, please give the ngraddress and telephone number of the priest to
whom you previously applied.)



4. For both applicants

(Please note that the parish priest will refer bhe information in this application form and other
relevant information from meeting with you whensidaring and responding to your request to
be married in church. He or she may also chooshtwe it with the diocesan bishop and/or the
bishop’s adviser. If your application is not actegh, and you later make a further application in
another parish, the information you have giventus dccasion may be shared with the priest
who considers your further application. With theseeptions, the information you have given
in this form and in your interview will be treataed confidential.)

We wish to have our application for marriage inrchuconsidered, and give our consent to the
use of the information we have given in this amgl@n form as set out above. If either of us has
made a previous application, we agree that youcnayact the priest named in paragraph 1
and/or 2 above and that he or she may share withnformation relating to that previous
application.

DA it e e e e s

Sections 5 and 6 to be completed by the paristsipfoe officiating cleric).

5. Grounds for accepting/refusing the application

6. Signature of the parish priest (or officiattigric)

1D 1= 1 (<



